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Policy Debates

11/15 – Resolved: Marijuana should be legalized.

11/17 – Resolved: Abstinence should be the main focus of sex education programs.

11/29 – Resolved: America’s support of Israel is contrary to our national interest. 

12/1 – Resolved: The United States should adopt the Kyoto Accords. 


12/6 – Resolved.  Right to Die Laws should be Upheld by the Supreme Court. 


12/8 – Resolved: Exporting democracy will make us safer from terrorism. 

Final Paper - Details

During the final 2-3 weeks of the semester, students will participate in a series of in-class debates focused on contemporary issues facing public policy makers. 

To prepare for the debate, students will prepare an 8-10 page paper that examines an issue facing elected officials and/or public policy makers, outlines differing views, and clearly articulates a well-reasoned and clearly articulated policy position.

Please note: Your policy debate paper will be due on the day of your scheduled policy debate. NO LATE PAPERS WILL BE ACCEPTED.

The paper must cover:

1. A review of the argument that you have been assigned and supporting material for those arguments (citations, statistics, facts).

2. A review of the arguments on the other side of the proposition and supporting material. This section should also include the oppostition's critique of your arguments (what do they say to reject the reasoning/facts of your side of the argument?).

3. Your critique of the arguments of the other side. 

4. An articulation of your conclusions based on these arguments. Do you still hold your position? What arguments of the other side do you accept/reject? Why?

Important Note: this project will require you to conduct significant outside research on the topic. Don't put this project off until the last minute.  

Be sure to use sources from all sides of the debate (if there are more than two sides, consider that too!). Be sure to cite your sources appropriately. 
Oxford Style Debate - Description and Rules*
* Two teams shall participate in a debate, each team comprising of two to three competitors. Each speaker shall be assigned a particular function, namely opening speaker, second speaker and summator. For teams with two members, one member of the team will speak twice.

* Competitors shall be called upon to speak by the chairperson in the following order:

1. opening proposition, 3-5 minutes

2. opening opposition, 3-5 minutes

3. second proposition, 5-7 minutes

4. second opposition, 5-7 minutes

5. speakers from the floor, 30 seconds for the
speaker from the floor, 1-2 minutes for each side to respond

6. opposition summator, 3-5 minutes

7. proposition summator, 3-5 minutes

* The task of the proposition is propose the topic and support it with constructive arguments and the use of supporting material.

* The task of the opposition is to oppose the resolution, by both rebutting the arguments of the proposition through the use of constructive arguments and supporting material.

* At the end of the debate, the class will vote by secret ballot which side won the debate.

* If you have four people on your team (rather than the usual 3), divide up the second proposition between two people.   Plan on using the entire 7 minutes for your team... rather than the minimum, which is 5. 

